
▶ School of Agricultural, Forest and Food Sciences HAFL ▶ School of Agricultural, Forest and Food Sciences HAFL 

 
 

ACN - A cross-sectoral and transdisciplinary Swiss 
Urban Forestry Network 

Picture: B. Baerlocher 

Dr Bianca Baerlocher, President ACN 



Bern University of Applied Sciences | School of Agricultural, Forest and Food Sciences HAFL 2 

Portrait ACN 

 

▶ Mother: EFUF 

 

 

 

 

▶ Father: Urs Mühlethaler 
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Portrait ACN 

▶ Date of Birth: 4 June 2014, 6pm 

 

▶ Location: Lausanne 

 

▶ Initial Name: SwissFUF 
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Founding Institutions 
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Green Urban Infrastructure 
 
Promoted through ACN in order to… 

▶ Cross and Bridge disciplines  

▶ Combine research and practice 

▶ Establish the UF context in Switzerland 

▶ Offer a Think Tank 

▶ Stimulate dialogue and knowledge transfer 
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Source: B.Baerlocher 
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Substrates  
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Source: NZZ am Sonntag 

24.06.2012 
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La Praille, Genève © pont-rouge 



   Tessa Hegetschweiler et al., Social Sciences in Landscape Research, Swiss Federal Research Institute WSL  
WSL 

Urban Forestry at WSL 
• National Forest Inventories (NFIs) assess forest characteristics and 

resources and evaluate the state of the forest 
• Nationwide household surveys provide information about the 

relationship of the population to the forest, but there is no spatial link to 
the physical forest 

• Tool needed to bridge the gap between these two monitoring 
instruments 
 
 

Socio-cultural forest monitoring National Forest Inventory 

Combination??? 

Physical forest data: 
- Tree species 
-  DBH 
- Crown closure, etc. 

On-site or off-site questionnaire surveys 
- Socio-demographic data 
- Preferences 
- Evaluation of forest, etc. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Forest monitoring normally either focuses on physical aspects such as tree species, stand structure, vegetation cover, etc. or on social aspects, namely forest recreation and the relationship of people with the forest.
However, especially regarding forest recreation, both the physical characteristics of the forest in which recreation takes place as well as the social aspects such as visitor preferences and behaviour play an important role.
In Switzerland, the recreational function is considered by interviewing the local foresters on the estimated number of visitors in the various forest areas and by considering the number of flats and houses within 2 km of the sample plot. This however only gives a very rough estimate on the recreational usage of the forest.
Data in NFIs are collected from plots on systematic grids covering whole countries
Nationwide household surveys: In these surveys, respondents might describe the forest they normally recreate in, or describe the area they visited during their last outdoor recreation trip, but we rely entirely on the respondent’s statements – we have no possibility to assess the forest they visited with our own means




   Tessa Hegetschweiler et al., Social Sciences in Landscape Research, Swiss Federal Research Institute WSL  
WSL 

Urban Forestry at WSL 
• National Forest Inventories (NFIs) assess forest characteristics and 

resources and evaluate the state of the forest 
• Nationwide household surveys provide information about the 

relationship of the population to the forest, but there is no spatial link to 
the physical forest 

• Tool needed to bridge the gap between these two monitoring 
instruments 
 
 

Socio-cultural forest monitoring National Forest Inventory 

Combination??? 

Physical forest data: 
- Tree species 
-  DBH 
- Crown closure, etc. 

On-site or off-site questionnaire surveys 
- Socio-demographic data 
- Preferences 
- Evaluation of forest, etc. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Forest monitoring normally either focuses on physical aspects such as tree species, stand structure, vegetation cover, etc. or on social aspects, namely forest recreation and the relationship of people with the forest.
However, especially regarding forest recreation, both the physical characteristics of the forest in which recreation takes place as well as the social aspects such as visitor preferences and behaviour play an important role.
In Switzerland, the recreational function is considered by interviewing the local foresters on the estimated number of visitors in the various forest areas and by considering the number of flats and houses within 2 km of the sample plot. This however only gives a very rough estimate on the recreational usage of the forest.
Data in NFIs are collected from plots on systematic grids covering whole countries
Nationwide household surveys: In these surveys, respondents might describe the forest they normally recreate in, or describe the area they visited during their last outdoor recreation trip, but we rely entirely on the respondent’s statements – we have no possibility to assess the forest they visited with our own means




Bern University of Applied Sciences | School of Agricultural, Forest and Food Sciences HAFL 14 



Bern University of Applied Sciences | School of Agricultural, Forest and Food Sciences HAFL 15 

▶http://arbocitynet.ch 

▶ info@arbocitynet.ch 

http://arbocitynet.ch/
mailto:info@arbocitynet.ch
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▶http://arbocitynet.ch 

▶ info@arbocitynet.ch 

http://arbocitynet.ch/
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ANY 
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further 
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Questions? 
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